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  	Youth Protection Policies for OA Events with Female Youth Members Present
Youth Protection policies for Order of the Arrow events with female youth members are consistent with those of any Scouting event with female youth members present as specified in the Guide to Safe Scouting. For Youth Protection purposes, youth members are defined those under 18 years of age, while anyone 18 years or older is treated as an adult.

The BSA adopted the Youth Protection policies in the Guide to Safe Scouting and Scouting’s Barriers to Abuse for the safety and well-being of its members. These policies primarily protect youth members; however, they also serve to protect adult leaders. All parents and caregivers should understand that our leaders are to abide by these safeguards. Parents and youth are strongly encouraged to use these safeguards outside the Scouting program. Registered adult leaders must follow these policies with all Scouting youth outside of Scouting activities. All adult leaders are required to adhere to the Scouter Code of Conduct. Health, safety (including Youth Protection), and the supervision of youth members must always be paramount in decision making. Policies change periodically, and adult leaders are encouraged to periodically check on-line references such as the Guide to Safe Scouting to ensure they are following current policy in the area of Youth Protection.

The following are highlights of relevant sections of the updated Youth Protection policies that directly apply to OA events:


	Eligible participating adult volunteer leaders at OA events must be:
	
		21 years of age and over
		Registered as a volunteer with the BSA
		Have gone through a background check, and
		Be up to date on Youth Protection training (which includes having completed the revised Youth Protection training which went into effect in March 2018).
	
	
	Either adult males or females may serve in any adult OA position. Youth Protection requirements apply to both male and female participants.
	Two registered adult leaders 21 years of age or over are required at all Scouting activities, including meetings. This is a change from Youth Protection requirements prior to October 1st, 2018/
	At least one registered female adult leader 21 years of age or older must be present for any activity involving female youth members, including meetings.
	Notwithstanding the minimum adult leader requirements, age-appropriate and program-appropriate supervision must always be provided. Adult leaders must be close enough to see and hear youth members.
	Separate shower and latrine facilities should be provided for male and female adults as well as for male and female youth. If separate facilities are not available, separate times must be scheduled and posted.
	Separate accommodations for adult males and females as well as youth males and females are required.
	
		Separate tenting arrangements must be provided for male and female adults as well as for male and female youth.
		Youth members sharing tents must be no more than two years apart in age.
		Youth and adults tent separately.
		Spouses may share tents.
		In cases where tents are not being used, the intent of this requirement can be met by providing adequate separation between the location of adult participants and youth members, male and female, in separate camping areas
	
	


Recognizing the uniqueness of conducting Ordeals, the following application of these policies is provided specifically for the conduct of Order of the Arrow Ordeals:


	All participating adults must be registered as adult leaders in the BSA.
	Two registered adult leaders 21 years of age or over, at least one of which must be a female, must be present at all Ordeal events involving female youth members, including all ceremonial events and service work.
	Mixed male-female service teams/clans are authorized.
	Male and female candidates will be placed in overnight camping areas with sufficient separation to meet the spirit and intent of the requirement for separate accommodations.
	Any nighttime activities must have appropriate adult supervision as indicated above.
	Adult leaders are to walk through the open camping areas at unannounced times throughout the night of the Ordeal to provide roving supervision. Youth Protection policies, including two deep leadership must be maintained during these walk-throughs.
	Adult OA leaders are encouraged to complete the Understanding and Preventing Youth-on-Youth Abuse Training for Camp Staff.




	Medium Sized Lodges: Conducting Events
Through this session, you will:
Explain: The importance of events in developing membership.
Demonstrate: How to design quality events.
Guide: Through the process of event planning.
Enable: To develop a yearly calendar of events.


	Program
The Order of the Arrow has a rich and diverse history of programs and awards. Information on the many programs and awards offered can be found in the sections below.

Events

The Order of the Arrow has a rich history of outstanding national events that are planned and executed by Arrowmen for Arrowmen.

National Calendar

Important dates for the Order of the Arrow, from upcoming national conferences to national office holidays.

High Adventure

Imagine traveling through pristine wildernesses and providing meaningful service along the way. Imagine forming a team, coming into an experience as strangers, but leaving as friends for a lifetime. These experiences are offered through the OA's high adventure programs.

Training

Training is a key part of conducting an effective program.  Fortunately, the Order of the Arrow has numerous training resources available for all Arrowmen.

#ChooseOA

Why should an elected Scout choose to go to his Ordeal and get involved in the OA?  Just count the reasons...

Awards

The Order of the Arrow provides opportunities for its members to excel and be recognized for their accomplishments. These recognitions are provided at two levels of the organization, either at the local lodge level or at the National level. Individual members may be recognized or entire lodges. The awards and honors provided here are standard throughout the organization. Individual lodges may form and provide their own local awards such as "Brother of the Year," "Most Active Arrowman," and other achievement awards.


	New AIA events to be held at NOAC
This NOAC, the AIA committee is conducting the dancing and singing competitions as per tradition, but Arrowmen will have a new field of interest to look forward to in competition. We are introducing a crafts competition! Now not only will Arrowmen be able to compete showcasing their dance and singing skills but they will also be able to present their talent as a craftsman! Under the special events portion of AIA, we will be introducing “Roadshows,” sporadically performed dancing, singing, and drumming events throughout NOAC, across the campus of Indiana University.


	Training Events
The Order of the Arrow is committed to providing quality in-person trainings for Arrowmen. Many of these trainings take place as part of other events, such as lodge fellowships, section conclaves, and national conferences. Other trainings take place as standalone events, like LLD, NLS, and DYLC. Regardless of how long the training takes or how it is delivered, the Order of the Arrow recognizes the importance of effective training and strives to make it available for every member.

Lodge Leadership Development (LLD)

LLD is the primary training program for local lodges. Many lodges hold regular LLD courses to train their lodge leadership and other members. LLD sessions may be downloaded from the Syllabi page.

National Leadership Seminar (NLS)

NLS is a weekend conference hosted by each region to train lodge leadership in the skills and attributes of leadership. NLS is open to both youth and adults.

Developing Youth Leadership Conference (DYLC)

DYLC will deepen an adviser’s capacity to develop youth leadership within the lodge and chapter.

Conclave Training Initiative (CTI)

CTI is a program implemented to provide resources for sections offering training at Conclaves.

Philmont Adviser Training Conference

The Order of the Arrow hosts a national training conference which is strongly recommended for all current and incoming lodge advisers, as well as any adviser looking to find out more about the inner workings of a lodge.








    

  
        
    Pagination

    	
          
            First page
            « First
          
        
	
          
            Previous page
            ‹‹
          
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            1
        
	
                                          
            
              Current page
            2
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            3
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            4
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            5
        
	
          
            Next page
            ››
          
        
	
        
          Last page
          Last »
        
      


  

            
      

Still can't find what you're looking for? Try using the search bar at the top!


Need help? Contact us.

    

    





  


		

	



	

	

	





	
		
			
				Quick Links

					 Calendar
	 Membership Information
	 Performance Measurement Program
	 Publications
	 Forms
	 Volunteer


			

			
				Organization Links

					Eastern Region
	Gateway Region
	OA Trading Post
	Boy Scouts of America


			

			
				Stay Connected

				             

					 Phone: (972) 580-2438
	 Order of the Arrow, S325

					1325 West Walnut Hill Lane

					P.O. Box 152079

					Irving, TX 75015-2079


			

		

	



    
        
            
                Copyright © 1997-2024, Order of the Arrow, Boy Scouts of America • All Rights Reserved • Terms • Privacy Policy • Site Info & Policies

        

    



  


    
    







  