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  	OAHA Celebrates 25 Years of Service!
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Order of the Arrow High Adventure (OAHA) Program and we want you to be a part of it! Who better to tell you about their OAHA experience other than recent recipient of the OA Triple Crown Award, Zack M. He had the opportunity to attend three different OAHA programs: OA Trail Crew (Philmont), OA Summit Experience (Summit) and OA Ocean Adventure (Sea Base). Here is what Zack M. from Netopalis Sipo Schipinachk Lodge has to say:

What can you say in general about the OA High Adventure programs?

“Each program has something different to offer. Whether it is the types of activities you do, to the people that you meet, to the types of conservation projects that you do. No OAHA program is ever the same.”

What was your favorite aspect of OA High Adventure?

“My favorite aspect of OAHA is meeting other Arrowmen. I came to discover this summer it truly is the people that make the experience what it is. At each OAHA trek, I discovered unique personalities and we all played off each others’ personalities. We all share the same passion for service but we also differ when it comes to personal life, so it was always really eye opening to work on a team of such an awesome, diverse group of Arrowmen. From California to New York each person had something different to bring to the table. It helped me realize how much of an impact they had on me and how much I had on them. Meeting brothers with the same mindset of cheerful service is what I would consider to be my favorite aspect.”

How is OA High Adventure unique?

“Just in general you are allowed to do things normal unit treks wouldn’t be able to do. They trust the crew because they know you are responsible Arrowmen and we are allowed to do those cool things such as go to national forests and parks to provide service. In general, OAHA really does a great job of tying the ideals of our Order together.”

What would you say about the OA High Adventure program as a whole?

“OAHA is a program for any Arrowmen, young or old, no matter what program you go to, it is an absolutely amazing experience. You gain a new appreciation for conservation, for the OA and for Scouting. You gain a lot of applicable skills that you could bring back to your troop, your community, your lodge and your personal life. It is one of the best individual opportunities within the Scouting program. I believe that every Arrowman should take advantage of this amazing opportunity that the OA has to offer!”

We want you to be a part of our 25th anniversary celebration! Be sure to register soon - spots are filling quickly!  You can sign up for your own OA High Adventure trek now at oa-bsa.org/high-adventure!


	OA High Adventure Promotion
One of the most beneficial programs the Order of the Arrow offers are the high adventure opportunities at each of the four national high adventure bases. Arrowmen who participate in OA High Adventure (OAHA) programs return to their lodges with renewed passion for the Order of the Arrow and a heightened interest in serving their lodges and units.


	Non-OA Camp Fraternities
At one time the Order of the Arrow, or more appropriately Wimachtendienk W.W., was only one of numerous fraternal camp societies established all across the country at local Scout camps . During the earliest years of Scouting other fraternal programs developed such as Firecrafters, Ku-Ni-eh and Tribe of Gimogash. Like Wimachtendienk, these programs often spread from council to council and camp to camp becoming multi-council programs. Gimogash started by one time Kansas City and longtime Toledo Scout Executive J. St. Clair Mendenhall actually began in 1914, one year before Wimachtendienk. Gimogash for years existed in more local councils than the Order. However, Gimogash’s rule against having a national organization impeded their growth. These other fraternal programs have often been labeled Pre-OA societies. While it is true that many of these groups preceded OA in their councils, others co-existed with OA and often competed or created political divides.
In many cases a local council camp fraternity applied for the equivalent of a national charter for their local society by seeking charter from the OA. Groups like the Tribe of Gorgonio from Orange Empire Council, Santa Ana, California and Tribe of Yosemite, Yosemite Area Council, Modesto, California applied to become OA lodges. These societies provided the same significance to their brethren as Wimachtendienk held for its members. After receiving their WWW charter all of the members were immediately recognized as Arrowmen in a single ceremony without further ordeal. They became San Gorgonio Lodge and Yosemite Lodge in the Order.
Other groups existed at Scout camps that eventually succumbed to more popular programs. National Capital Area Council used Clan of the Mystic Oak (CMO) for decades before changing over to the OA. Many of these groups only changed to OA after the OA was fully integrated into the BSA in 1948 as the official Scout honor society. Likewise the Tribe of Papago at Camp Lawton in Tuscon, Arizona eventually became OA. They kept the name Tribe of Papago at camp, but instead of serving as the camp honor society it became a conservation group open to all campers.
Unfortunately, not all of these early fraternal societies were based upon the strong values of Scouting and the high ideals of the Order. While E. Urner Goodman always insisted on democratic principles and boasted that the Order’s first constitution was signed at Independence Hall in Philadelphia, some societies utilized ignorant and hateful methods. Some societies used blackballing, a method whereby any single member could unilaterally block admission to membership of a potential nominee for any reason or no reason at all. This was to keep so called “undesirables” out, but in practice it was used to keep out people of color or the “wrong” religion. Local Scout honor societies practicing such abhorrent practices were by no means the majority of them, they were however the greatest cause of concern.
Some groups were so overtly racist that they stated it in their secret by-laws. One such group was the Pathfinders of the Golden Trail (PGT) which existed at one time in Jacksonville, Florida among other councils. The PGT ran by Jacksonville Council Scout Executive A. S. MacFarlane incorporated into their by-laws and secret rituals white supremacist principles as the basis of their society. This type of clandestine society was precisely the type of group that caused the Order to be threatened.
Some Scout professionals believed that the root of the evil was in the secrecy of the societies and that no secretive or fraternal groups should be allowed to exist in Scouting and in its camps. Many professionals of this opinion were part of the BSA Camp Commission that presented a dire report on camp fraternities at the 1922 Scout Executives Conference at the Blue Ridge Assembly near Asheville, North Carolina. The main thrust of Goodman and Edson’s plea at that meeting was that the BSA ought not cast aside what works and is in keeping with Scouting principles and is helpful to the council and the lives of young men for the purpose of stopping those other groups lacking in integrity. The motion was amended to discourage groups not based on Scout ideals. Part of the outcome was groups like Wimachtendienk, W.W., Ku-Ni-Eh and Tribe of Gimogash became experimental BSA societies.
Chief Scout Executive James E. West had to know that groups not in keeping with Scouting’s values existed, were deeply embedded and that merely stating policy that societies not adhering to Scout principles would be banned would be insufficient (the BSA did ship A.S. MacFarlane off as far as possible; he became the first Scout Executive of Philippines Council in Manila circa 1924). Instead West observed Goodman developing as a professional and he watched WWW grow on its own merits.
The final solution for the BSA was to embrace the Order of the Arrow in 1934 as an official Scout program and to make the OA the official BSA honor society in 1948. This process extinguished almost all other camp fraternities including any that employed inappropriate practices replacing them with the high ideals of the OA. Eventually all but a small handful of local groups (Tribe of Tahquitz, Mic-o-Say and Firecrafters) went extinct. One by one local honor societies joined Scouting’s national honor society or died out as their council embraced OA. One consequence was Scouting lost the local traditions unique to some of these special societies. All that remains of some of these groups are a few badges and pins.


	News You Can Use: New OA Triple Crown Requirements
Excitement for Order of the Arrow High Adventure is at an all time high due to the new OA Summit Experience Program which commenced this summer. Through the addition of this fifth OAHA program, Arrowmen may be wondering how the OA Triple Crown Award can be earned in the future.

The OA Triple Crown has always recognized outstanding outdoorsmen who take the initiative to attend not one, but three high adventure bases through the Order of the Arrow’s programs. After attending an OA trek at Philmont, Northern Tier and Sea Base, these Arrowmen typically received a patch displaying a ship, a Indian in a canoe and Philmont’s Tooth of Time embossed over a red arrow. When the idea of a Triple Crown Award was conceived, plans for an additional program at the Summit Bechtel Reserve were not yet in the works. Therefore, the Order of the Arrow has worked to revamp the Triple Crown Award and its patch design!

Members seeking to achieve the new OA Triple Crown Award can complete any three of the five OAHA programs as long as they do so at three separate bases. These Arrowmen are also expected to give a presentation about their experiences at a lodge or section event encouraging others to participate. Afterwards, they should submit an OA Triple Crown Application which will be made available later this year. After verifying attendance, the Arrowmen will receive a patch set and a certificate signed by the national officers recognizing this accomplishment. The patch set will consist of a universal center patch surrounded by three "rockers" to signify the three programs completed.

Many Arrowmen are excited for this new program, including 2014 National Chief Nick Dannemiller. When asked what he thought on the new requirements Nick said, “The revitalization of the Triple Crown Award will not only help us kick off our newest OA High Adventure program, but also seek to better recognize Arrowmen who have enjoyed unforgettable experiences and given outstanding service to our national high adventure bases.”

The purpose of these programs is more than merely receiving another patch; these programs give Arrowmen the adventure of a lifetime and further instill the Order’s founding principles of brotherhood, cheerfulness and service into their daily lives. The new updated patch and certificate will be available beginning January 1st, 2015.



	Order of the Arrow embraces environmental sustainability
In 2013, the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) commenced the integration of sustainability at every level of its organization, promoted through the Sustainability Merit Badge and at the Summit Bechtel Reserve (Sustainability Treehouse). At the 2013 BSA Sustainability Summit, then-Chief Scout Executive Wayne Brock presented sustainability as a timeless Scouting value practiced through a tradition of camping in the outdoors and shared a vision to move the BSA from green to deep green.

Indeed, the OA’s experience promoting camping and environmental stewardship makes sustainability a natural value to highlight in our own activities and programs.

“Focusing on sustainability in the OA is the natural progression in aligning the OA with the mission and values of the Boy Scouts of America. As part of the BSA, the OA must continue to look for ways to have a meaningful impact on balancing the priorities of effects on people, planet and prosperity. Our sustainability commitment demonstrates the OA’s resolve to place sustainability at the forefront of our programs and will allow us to show Arrowmen how this can be done in a very non-intrusive way,” says Chris Grove, Vice Chairman for Outdoor Adventures for the National Order of the Arrow Committee.

During the BSA’s 2017 National Annual Meeting, the National OA Committee adopted the following commitment:

OA Sustainability Commitment

Building upon the Order of the Arrow’s legacy in outdoor adventure and conservation service, sustainability can be viewed as the practice of environmental stewardship highlighted in the second tenet of the OA’s purpose.

A commitment to sustainability as a core Scouting value allows the OA to instill the spirit of servant leadership in its members by:


	
	Creating a culture of environmental stewardship by considering the long-term impacts of today’s actions on the future.
	
	
	Setting a positive, lasting example through the environmental, economic, and social aspects of its daily work, especially in the service to local Scouting councils and communities.
	


Upon the adoption of the OA sustainability commitment, 2017 National Chief Forrest Gertin remarked, “by saying that environmental sustainability means a lot to the OA, just as it does to a vast majority of the youth we serve, this commitment is an important step. Caring for the environment is part of our duty as Scouts and a focus on sustainability will energize youth members to be (and continue to be) a part of our program. Now, we can build upon our program with relevant activities that embrace sustainability as a timeless Scouting practice.”

Since May, the OA has continued to integrate sustainability as part of its programs. First, a provision was added in the national OA service grant application that encourages lodges to apply for and undertake projects that promotes environmental sustainability in the lodge and council program. The full list of 2018 recipients, including those focused on environmental sustainability, is available here.

In addition, NOAC 2018 will incorporate sustainability efforts throughout the conference, aiming to reduce the environmental impact of the national event and promote sustainability in its programs. 2018 Central Region Chief Will Coots will provide youth leadership to sustainability efforts at the conference. “As we move forward into our next century, we must not only protect our organization’s sustainability but also our environment’s sustainability. NOAC is a unique opportunity to get up to speed and propel us into the future,” Coots said. “The OA can serve as a leader among organizations that value environmental sustainability and there is no better kickoff event than NOAC 2018.” More information on how NOAC 2018 will advance the sustainability commitment will be available in the upcoming months.

Your feedback needed

In the meantime, to further inform how OA programs can best implement the sustainability commitment, the organization is seeking feedback from general membership on sustainability and environmental stewardship via a short online survey. This survey can be accessed until Thursday, February 1, 2018.

#OASustainability on social media

Use the hashtag #OASustainability on social media to share local stories, best practices, photos and video highlighting environmental sustainability in your council and lodge.
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