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  	Ask the Chairman - How can I be involved in the Order’s centennial celebration outside of NOAC?
Q. I know registration for the 2015 National Order of the Arrow Conference is at capacity and the likelihood of me attending NOAC is very slim at this point. Therefore, what else can I do to be part of the 100th anniversary of the OA?

A. The 2015 NOAC has generated an unprecedented amount of interest from Arrowmen all over the country. Our conference management team has made every effort to accommodate as many guests and staff members as possible while ensuring that each attendee will have a pleasant and memorable experience at Michigan State University.

The National Order of the Arrow Conference is just one way that we will celebrate the Order of the Arrow's centennial. This summer, we will also share our national centennial experience with Scouts, Arrowmen and alumni throughout the country through ArrowTour (arrowtour.oa-bsa.org/), a traveling centennial showcase. I hope that you will make plans to join us at an ArrowTour venue near you.

Here are some additional ways you may choose to celebrate the centennial:


	Arrowmen of all ages can earn the Arrowman Service Award up until December 31st, 2015.
	Centennial events are taking place across the nation in the form of lodge fellowships and section conclaves. Seek to take part in these activities. Attendance at these events will also help towards the completion of the Arrowman Service Award.
	If you are a youth Arrowman, participate in one of the youth OA High Adventure Programs at Philmont Scout Ranch, Northern Tier, the Summit Bechtel Reserve or Florida Sea Base. A centennial edition of each OA High Adventure participant patch will be available for all participants.
	If you are an adult Arrowman, sign up for the OA Advisers' Conference from June 21st to June 27th, 2015 at the Philmont Training Center.
	Follow us on Facebook or Twitter for real-time updates on what will be happening at NOAC or visit the NOAC website for live streams of the OA shows as well hour-by-hour updates and photographs.
	Volunteer to paint your  lodge’s legacy lid to be displayed at NOAC. It will return with your lodge and can be permanently displayed in a place of honor.
	Be part of the group to collect some  kiln-dried wood to be burnt in the centennial fire. Each lodge that brings wood to burn will receive a vial of all the ashes from all the lodges mixed together to bring home.
	Help write the history of the Order in the area served, today, by your council.
	Organize a celebration for your OA hometown heroes who will be recognized as Centurions from your lodge.
	Attend Philmont Training Center. If you applied and were not selected to attend the National Order of the Arrow Conference as part of the staff we have an opportunity for you. The National Order of the Arrow committee in partnership with Philmont Training Center will be offering $100 discount to the first 100 applicants, on any Philmont Training Center course this summer that is not invitation only. To take advantage of this one time offer you will need to go to philmonttrainingcenter.org and register for a conference and pay your $100 deposit. Please indicate in the special requests field “NOAC100” and a $100 will be credited to your registration account.
	If you are lucky enough to be attending the World Scout Jamboree this summer, participate in the OA Gathering while you are in Japan.
	Look for details after NOAC about how you can serve your community fueled by the spirit of our centennial.
	Look for a new lodge tool that will assist you in delivering your own 100th anniversary rededication ceremony in the weeks following NOAC.


The most meaningful way that you can commemorate the Order of the Arrow's centennial, though, is by making a difference in your unit and in your neighborhood. This year will be significant because of the service given by Arrowmen, including you and me, in celebration of our 100th year.

WWW,
Ray



	2001 National Jamboree
The 2001 National Scout Jamboree was held at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia, from July 23 to August 1 with the theme “Strong Values, Strong Leaders . . . Character Counts”. 42,002 Scouts participated in the Jamboree. The OA conducted five programs at the Jamboree: OA Service Corps, Youth Staff Services Camp, The Outdoor Adventure Place (TOAP), the American Indian Village, and Scoutopia.


	100th Anniversary 2010 National Jamboree
The 2010 National Scout Jamboree was held at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia, from July 26 to August 4 with the theme “Celebrating the Adventure, Continuing the Journey”. There were 43,434 Scouts who participated in the Jamboree.
The 2010 National Scout Jamboree was a major success. With strong participation and incredible enthusiasm, the OA had great results from the four different programs areas.
The first area, the Mysterium Compass, served approximately 25,000 Scouts. More than just a show, over 300 staff members helped stage the five different acts of the “your life is like a compass” experience. The acts taught Scouts about teamwork, obstacles that may occur in life, to experience the results of being lazy, and an obstacle course to simulate the challenges of life, and a final act that brought everything together. Scout’s started their Mysterium Compass experience by entering a “Vault” that included a spectacular display of historical memorabilia and items provided by the Scouting Century Foundation. Adults could browse around the Vault while Scouts moved into the Mysterium Compass.
PACEsetters (Personal Accountability and Commitment to Excellence) was a new addition to the Jamboree, and a total of 960 Scouts completed the program. Scouts had to complete a study guide while visiting twelve fitness stations, four of which challenged Scouts physically. The reward for completion was a PACEsetters colored dog tag, a membership card, and their signature on the member board.
The OA Indian Village was also very popular, and many Scouts earned the Indian Lore merit badge. Different vignettes were available for Scouts to learn more about American Indian cultures. The OA Indian Village conducted two Pow Wows during the Jamboree, and Scouts were encouraged to bring their own regalia and participate.
The OA Service Corps provided support throughout the Jamboree. Composed of 161 Arrowmen from across the country, the team provided thousands of hours of service. Duties were varied as in the past and ranged from helping out at the pool to distributing 100,000 bottles of water at the arena shows, and then cheerfully picking up all of the litter afterwards.


	Lodge Ledger: Spread the word about OA High Adventure at your lodge’s winter banquet
By Austin PaulingAs winter spreads its icy hold across the nation, Arrowmen are beginning to gather at their lodge’s annual banquet to recognize the achievements and successes of the past year. Lodge banquets present a unique opportunity to promote the OA’s five high adventure programs. Just as there are many ways to promote your local summer camp, there are a variety of ways to promote OAHA programs. Many lodges will have an Arrowman give a brief speech regarding OAHA, which is a great way to spread the word. Lodges may also want to consider many other options to leave an even greater impact. A few possible ways to promote OAHA have been provided below so that your lodge can integrate these promotions as part of a successful winter banquet!	Videos: The OA has produced several promotional videos which present firsthand accounts of participants’ experiences at the high adventure programs. These videos can be found at the official OAHA website: https://adventure.oa-bsa.org.	Table tents or posters: Lodges have made use of these as a way to convey very detailed information about Order of the Arrow High Adventure programs. They help in facilitating discussion about OAHA and keep the Arrowmen actively thinking about the programs. They also provide a simple visual aid for the programs.	Flyers banquet program inserts: This technique is one that an Arrowman will be able to take home with him. It will prompt Arrowmen to discuss OAHA with their troops and even in their chapters. These, like the videos, are also available on the OAHA website.	Chapter/event fair: This method is one that is fairly new. Some lodges utilize this technique as it is not only a way to promote OAHA, but also events like summer camp, section conclave, National Leadership Seminar (NLS), National Lodge Adviser Training Seminar (NLATS), National Order of the Arrow Conference (NOAC) and national and/or world Scout jamboree opportunities. In addition, each chapter from the lodge will have a booth with a game or interactive component that will allow Arrowmen to mingle with others they may not know. This would take place before and after the banquet so lodges can get the messages across to the most people possible.These techniques, when used together along with a traditional speaker, could increase your lodge’s attendance at OAHA and many other events! Even the use of one or two of these would make a lasting impact on the Arrowmen in your lodge.Be sure to remember that it is not only about how OAHA promotional material is presented, but the way it is presented too. When promoting OAHA, NOAC or any event for that matter, you should always have an enthusiastic and energetic person presenting the information. If the presenter is excited to be talking about it, Arrowmen are more likely to consider going to those events. Also, have them talk about the “why” in OAHA, beyond the basic facts and prices of the program. When Arrowmen and families understand the tremendous value of the programs, it will be much easier to invest in sending their sons to these programs.Lastly, as we approach the centennial year of our Order, we must emphasize the importance of this year and the legacy that could be left behind. We must encourage our members to serve cheerfully and make the most of this centennial year. Being a part of this historic year is one of the greatest honors that Arrowmen can have. Make the most of the opportunities that are available this coming year and encourage others to do the same through OAHA programs!


	Lodge Trail Crew Cleans Up Camp
By Brendan SwittsEach summer, the Order of the Arrow hosts its very own high adventure programs at Philmont Scout Ranch, Florida Sea Base, Northern Tier and the Summit Bechtel Reserve. Each program offers unique service opportunities, along with exciting and challenging outdoor experiences. These programs go above and beyond the normal offerings at the high adventure bases, being longer in duration and coming at a substantially lower cost. However, with the current requirement to be at least 14 or 16 years old, depending on the program, and the physical demands of the programs, this opportunity is not available to many of our members.The opportunity for high adventure and service still exists outside of the Order of the Arrow High Adventure (OAHA) program. Many lodges and sections across the country organize their own high adventure and service programs that extend the experience to those who are unable to attend OAHA. These programs offer the chance to conduct service in participants’ local area, and often include high adventure activities at their local camp. Many of these programs incorporate elements of the OAHA program, while increasing accessibility to high adventure opportunities at the local level.There are dozens of examples of these programs across the country, one of those being the Goshen Order of the Arrow Trail Crew (GOAT) led by Amangamek-Wipit Lodge, based in Washington D.C. This two-week program offers the opportunity to learn many valuable outdoor skills such as Leave No Trace ethics, search and rescue (SAR) and backcountry risk management. Additionally, Arrowmen get the opportunity to use their new skills backpacking on the Lenhok’sin Trail at Goshen Scout Reservation.Much like GOAT’s inspiration, the Philmont OA Trail Crew, the program is not just about work. During the first week, the Arrowmen get to experience Goshen Scout Reservation’s Challenging Outdoor Personal Experience (COPE) course, and they also have the opportunity to create their own unique high adventure experience in and around the reservation.Since this program first started in 2002, it has provided outstanding experiences for members of the National Capital Area Council, and has served as a perfect example of what Order of the Arrow High Adventure is about. Ask your lodge officers if your council has its own high adventure trek or other such programs. To learn more about OAHA, make sure to visit https://adventure.oa-bsa.org
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