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  	Ask the Chairman - Vigil Honor
Q. Ray,

We have encountered some confusion as to when someone can be awarded the Vigil Honor. Are the two years of service required at the time of selection for Vigil or at the time of the Vigil induction ceremony?

Sincerely,

Mark


A. Hello Mark,

Thank you for your question. In the new OA Handbook, on pages 48 and 49, the Vigil Honor discussion includes unselfish interest, exceptional service, and the ability of Arrowmen to conduct themselves, at all times, in accordance with the ideals of scouting. On page 49, the OA handbook further states that an Arrowman needs to be a "Brotherhood member for a minimum of two years", "at the time of recommendation" to the national Order of the Arrow committee.

According to the OA Guide to Officers and Advisers, on page 31, it states,


"In selecting candidates for the Vigil Honor, keep in mind that all candidates must have been Brotherhood members for two years or longer at the time of selection by the lodge Vigil nominating committee."


So, the OA handbook uses the word "recommendation," while the Guide to Officers and Advisers uses the word, "selection," but the meaning is the same. An Arrowman must have served for at least two years as a Brotherhood member before being eligible to be considered, selected, or recommended to the national OA committee.

I understand certain individuals, in the past, may have been inducted before this time by their respective lodges due to calculation errors. There is no national waiver of this two year requirement. We do leave it up to the individual lodges, and the individual Arrowman, to be certain that this two year requirement is fulfilled before an Arrowman is bestowed the Vigil Honor.

However, those individuals who were previously bestowed the Vigil Honor should still be treated with the courtesy and respect of an Arrowman and honored as a Vigil member of the Lodge.

Yours in Service,

Ray



	Ask the Chairman - How do I get the OA program restarted in a troop?
Q: Mr. Capp,
 
We are relatively new to a troop with no current OA program. My OA membership dates back to 1990 and I cannot recall the process. As it stands, I am the only troop member who is in the OA. How do we as a troop re-start electing OA members? I cannot find an easy guide to getting this going again. Thank you for any help you can provide.
 
Most kindly,
Robert


A: Robert,

Thank you for your e-mail! I hope I may be of some help to you in restarting the OA program in your troop.

Troop OA elections are administered by the local lodge and the procedures can vary from council to council depending on the infrastructure each lodge has in place to conduct unit elections. The person you should contact is your local lodge adviser. The lodge adviser serves as the top OA adult volunteer in each council, so he or she can help point you in the right direction for OA unit elections in your council.

Additionally, we think you will find it helpful to read pages 20-23 of the Guide for Officers and Advisers as it outlines general requirements for OA membership and also the induction process.

Thank you for bringing the OA program to your troop so many other boys can experience the great leadership opportunities the OA provides!  

Ray



	Social Media Spotlight Form
Do you know a person or a lodge who you think should be highlighted on the national social media pages? Recommend them using the form below!


	First Ceremony Booklet
In 1921, the Grand Lodge distributed First Degree and Second Degree ceremonies in 8½" x 11" mimeographed booklets.
By 1927, it was decided that the First Degree (Ordeal) Ceremony should be printed in booklet form. The booklet was 5” x 7” and was 24 pages long. Folded vertically, it fit easily into a pocket, a tradition that lasted until 1998 when the booklet was replaced with a printed 8½” x 11” booklet. The booklet included the Pre-Ordeal Ceremony as well as the Ordeal Ceremony. The Legend in poetic form was introduced in this booklet as well.
The Second Degree (Brotherhood) Ceremony remained in mimeograph format until a first booklet was printed in 1936.


	Ask the Chairman - Brotherhood Never Awarded
Q: Mike,

I feel I met the Brotherhood requirements as a youth, but was never "advanced" to Brotherhood. Is there some way I can receive that advancement as an adult? I have served for 5 years as the COR for my unit, then after passing the baton, I have served as an assistant district commissioner (still serving in that capacity). Thanks.

-Dan

 

A: Dan,

Thank you for your question, and for your continued service to Scouting. Brotherhood membership in our Order is not an award or honor. It is simply a matter of completing your induction by sealing your membership. I would like you to read pages 55 and 56-61 of the 2015 edition of the Order of the Arrow Handbook. This will help you understand what it all means, as well as the process. The specific challenges are listed on page 57. Becoming a Brotherhood member is a decision that you- and you alone- make. When you are ready, contact your local lodge and tell them you would like to seal your membership. As you will discover in your reading of your handbook, it does challenge you to become more involved in the work of the Order. I am sure your lodge will welcome you as their newest Brotherhood member.

I hope this helps! Thanks for doing what you do!

Best,

Mike  
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